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Entered at the Post Office at Toledo, O., as second-clas‘s matter.

TrE STUMBLINGSTONE, published monthly at Toledo, Ohio, by
Lyman H. Johnson. Address, Drawer 103.

Donations for the cause may ke sent to the above address.

We put, no price on the paper, but send it to all subscribers who
send us their names according to postal laws. We estimate the
cost at 40 cents per copy for one year. But this is paid by volun-
tary donations, so that all who want the paper can have -it
.whether they pay or not. The truth of God is not bought or sold.
Send for all you want. State the number, write the address’]
plainly; give Post-office, County and State.

ys®= THIS paper is sent to none whd do not want it, without
prepayment at transient rates. Ifwe do not hear from sub-
seribers once a year we shall be likely to drop their names. It
iz not money that we want, but to know that the paper is
wanted, and when the means sent us fails to equal the number
gent for we shall stop sending. We are limited in other words
to” the meduns which God supplies us through contribu-

§

tions and other sources. W& know that there is no other ob- |#

ject for which money is paid that bears any comparison to

the importance of sending out the truth we publish. !

{55~ No paper can depend on human patronage and be a true

mouthpiece’for God. "

=5 To find our office and residence, tdke Monroe Sf. horse car}
and keep that street north westerly just two miles beyond street
cars to our sign board, them one hundred rods north on next
street is our place.

15~ 7Please state how many papers you'can distribute to ad-
vantage. Send for all you can thus dispose of to the glor; of God.
M|

§97" We changé the date to each address on the papér when
letter or money is received. By thisall may know we receive
them. ’ .

We keep on hand all of Bro. D. ¥. Newton's books anzi
tracts. Ilis books are 75 cents eacll.

H

_The October number, the most important paper on outwards|
rites, will not be in tract form at present, but we have a large
supply of that paper. Send for as many as you want. .

Those who say we arterich, if they believe what they say,
will accept our offer to give them all we have above our bare ne-
cessities for living and publishing what our readers: call fer] or
which isours to give. Come and get our surplus if you can find ¥,
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Holy Division, and Holy Umnion.

“Be ye not unequally ‘yokéd 'together with unbelievers; for
what fellowship hath rightebusness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkrmess?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part
hath he that believeth with an infidel? .\

16 YAnd what agreement hath the'temple of God with idols ?
for ye are the temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and, I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. , ,

L }Vherefpre rome out from among them, and be ye separate,

3 uclynot the nnclean:
E3 A ¥R -

e

rEnd cagnafmﬁ;fﬂ&’ffﬁ'féﬁ "in “rightesteness ~is—whit"
God approves; hut this can rever be effected until all

h
fﬁ%blowing of the*gospel fan-pn all come-outers, who,

"“\.Q, how blessed¥you wo

#|never be effected except by sifting,.purging, crucifying

e

.and I will 1eceive |

- o =
st of Grod’s barn floor, dre in

'};h_%mzﬁgf CRYSE And STEOULS.
"K,

over the flying chaff and du
sympathy with’ : 3§ Ad
*‘Or‘bﬁ’égé'ﬁylgu't one workand that 1s the work of ho-

liness, which-batters down" the devil’s divisons, and
what hurts‘!ﬁvofst, his bléssed uvn1oN division, which'can’t
stand the blgst of the fan of God’s eternal truth. God |
save us from ‘the unidn sect with its sickish sweefiess

e dust and chaffof carnality is swept away by a faith-

come out of Babylon with all'the filth of her corrup-}
tions. ‘8« ,
0, dou’t think of a union,of come-outers, until there
has been a purging ptocess in the furnace and by the
fan of truth! yow
God blesses those who hupger and thirst after right-
eousness, an(li they-shgll he #illed; but you whe are hun-
ering and thirsting after , the 1dol6f 4 wmiion seetin
WEI(‘.E you may lo%y, will fare like BIl other Féck, idnla-
ters Who #18 ¥Tarving on husks. . i
uld*be to haye a grand unief
of all comeouters, rivaling old,, Babylon, a Ligger sect
than all, glorying in unjon which is not one whis begter
than glorying in Free Methodism! ) 'l
Biit uhion in Christ yand , righteousness -which can

v

truth, means something!’

Ll‘he idéa of union alone
means nothing.

To labor¥or union is fo labor for

"of God’s peopleslightly, saying PEACE,PEACE when

g
0

¥

tion and despotism ofighe dark.ages! Ianioladitt

1% . B i s
not b hglgp‘eT Ibless ;‘fT.Od for the very nature’of human
selfishnesethat it prefynts s union by which to deceive

mankind until there }
God for existing sect.
ward corruption the

Beware of those wt®,

irst parity of heart! I bless
Yoo prove and show out the in-
jg, -

% heal the hurt of the daughter

there is no peace.”

Don’t be alhrmed ?
chaff that come out
work. And it is onl
are trying to stop thé
by saying first Pgac

oansé the 'fan is scattering tgé""\
{ foul Babylon:@ {It is God’s
atan’s miristers] outside who %
in and have reversddGod’s order, :
.
%ﬁ;

<
S

£ and then Ppre! No one
who had the genuine'§old can be hurt, ¥y the hottest
furnace of truth. here ‘is but oh§ question for®
you and me and it is this: ISIT THE TRUTH?
It it is the truth, and you say i1ty is.too. strong
for yopr stomach, you sipiply feed the jemetic, oryou
Will"d@ie.  ~¥14¢ 1§ the triith that hurts, ngaptter whether
soft or harsh, the hurt:proves a foul stomabh ARUHEEd
bi'prirging, and nothing but strdng me lcine” vill do it

Genuine and sound saints of God loyge the%-uth and
gannot be hurt-byiit, The tfuth is néyer tod sharp g
nor, cf;m be. The .ﬁé&;}%ﬁ}ﬁhe .‘?5995‘@5%3512&}’3,&@,@.% /
J}% . R

, the gospel fan has been too long suppressed, and |

the people are astonished- when, it begins to work. Neo |
gonder hypocrites want to take .the fast train when

o

(LY.

nothing; Thé whole. 1?§Eiun remains’kwhat is the, uns *they see the fan at wor}(.- }‘Lglj,ngss,‘ j”sw not. wh%@h&;
ion? N . want, but peage and unity until they awake in hell!
4

: .o

siion on the Biblpiand on Chist.,
All the sects in] christendom, profess “thiERuiionT  Uni-
versalists, Unityians, and ‘a{li‘ztﬁe hypogrites on earth

AR S
is a‘union en the

can acgept union in Christ an@ on ,the Billle. Whaj
iy tflé_fzg;}'?w Tt 35 the esvil’s worst sett, that has
0 test moré than the word§ Christ and the 1§i_ble. It
may inclide all iniduity and be worse than all divis-
ion. gt i won ] f)gg (g " "
I would rather hate a good. orthodox sect than a
notlingatian URIoH, an empty bubble, a Lig ofWind !
“There ayéonly two ways to effect a dnfon™ Thit Tas
something in jt. Oune way,is for man to make & union
by getting up ap orthodox:greed.
"he only other way is £} let God get up the union
Zy, our faithful preacbing ¢ the whole of saving trutb.

o

The truth watered by prifvers and tears, is the only

wan ingtrument. - The Ifply Spivi y agency
T s o :

t isthe onl

TS And ¥ 201 ’3.”’ Fakhor unto you, and ye shall ;be ﬁf’,g?)—ﬂ.g:
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” .
God commands division just as imperatively as-h
commands union. Those who have been trained i
Babylon loose sight of both -God’s division and God’sy
union; and as soon as they <ome out of sects, they go
to dividing where God commaudwithﬁp(}"%e o%ﬁ
» L i) w
—ufilting wﬁ@;gw(}fodcmjwmon.” T, the confus-
ioi oF%arnal Dabylon has so Bewildered those who
come out that they often repeat a worse error than
they seek to escape! Habituated to chains and dun-
geons they don’t know how to enjoy God’s free comn-
mons., They all see the sin of sect divisions, but blind-
ly rush, to the opposite side and fall into the same sin
again. By making uxion the basis they build the
most deceptive division, a union sect.

UNION TO WHAT?—ON WHAT *—~OF WHAT?

This is the first question, to be decided.

Ignorant of what the union is, many wunite on the
same thing that made the sect they carhe out of, and in
their zeal for union naturally becogn¢’ more sectarian
thaun the sect they left, %
who do net accept their idol for the ground of umion.

And the worst and most deceptive of all these con-
fused Babel builders outside of Babyl¢n, are those who
are building on the idea of UNION, and opposition to
sectism. i

It would be better to take John Wesley, ‘Calvin, or
some other godly man and let him get up a'good or-
thodex créed for the basis of a uniorgx, than to make uN-
10N the to badis of uxron, It only makes a sect, a
golden calf just like all other sects, except that it is
more hypocritical in its pretensioys. Ir ‘warn all pil-
grims against this specious, most * falsé and corrupt of
all the offspring ot the old Motheriof Harlots.

Men forget that God’s division is more holy thandthe

deviP’sUiion.
“Ti"Hs understand what wWe afe, about. What was
the mission of Jésus Christ to eaith, to effect a union of
mankind>  No! No! Hear whaf Jesus says: “Suppose
ye that I am eome to bring peste oit earth? I tell you
nay, but rather a sword or divigion.
a man at variance against his ifagher,% etc. The mis-
sion of Jesus was not,to unite put to-diyide, so he says.
His work was to separate thef chaff from the wheat.
erefore don’t know Christ whd make unity

3 L ey
he basis for {hosE WITYOMEAILLTT
Rxgbteous‘ﬁess'gn true holiness 1s

' of unity. Jesus ¢ame to save' from sin, and hence the
separation from all who are in sin and earnality is the
work of Clirist, T is: ich dra
he truth 18 thag which sanctifies and

tterin,g and dividing, comessfrom the devil and not
from God. Jesus has a fan in his hand and he will
thoroughly purge his floor, All th

—— nS——"

those for divisiop|

am come to set

7 LeXisting sects.

Y Ioh,
He 601Y ‘ground [%

- s iabim th, trusghe bl T, an rke thiem |
alive and unites them togefper 1n trug. il g
great work of the only genujjie unlon.is the truth which

seatters the chaff-purges.camality and all sin and “first
divides men, separates fromwall the false and corrupt,
before it unites in that body which no power of earth
w('99‘;;‘(’313{5311 can destroy. . “‘;"’ e -

T, be not deceived by those who are'in t‘gﬁg_‘g;s:m
haste to build and. unite ! So long as there is anyihing
T BAE ear down, 18t the.good work go on until
all the old rubbish*is got out of the way, and there 1s
something. to build upon! I praise God that amid all
the apparent confusion the truth produces, the polished
stones are inding their places in the- temple. The
church is being built on the solid rock by the very truth

God will manage this union busmess. Keep your

hands_off fheark. All patched up unions only de-
éélve, have gut to be rooted up, because not of God’s

<l Ei s
in penitence and pfa

that demolighes all hopes.that are built on_ the sand.|

I want to say In.contldsion to all pilgrims if there is
division among you, (lqgl,p iry to heal it surperficiaily!
¥irst, find out what The matter is. Don’t fight the
truth that tanses it. Donlt take away the jan. B
kill'the EIjabE thdttrouhle Israel, but sée what Baal
Stare e W Toh Tua ke T trou BBy Proveking =
GOd’S‘jealb‘ﬁ%g:; we R e Lk AR PRSI PR R R 4 P Ty

~Jfrthiers 1s division, search for the sin which canses
it. There is somé golden wedge or “Bibylonish  gar-
meht hid sonre~Where. It you are’dead to the flesh and
hdve nothing but Jesus you are one, and_it- is-edly to..
love-one-anothers “But don’t tt§ to' motlet uf The sin
that caunses. the separation. Read Ephesians 4: 11-16, .
God gave his ministry et truth to purify thé church and
thereby effect its unity. The truth and the Spirit of
trath is God’s means of remeving the cause of diyision,
and making*his people one: }
Whatis wanted isfo getall s

in and out
W ORI EXTR Gy Ly
Hvery soul that hasnot holy love enotigh to be njted
with all the saints in outward visible unity needs sal-
vation, sanétification as njuch as any Uther sihner.
And the ones who are to blame are those ;W”ll;é&m?&n’ifrﬂ
sTAnd the trauh. . ' -
~DSit sompromise the.truth for the sake of unity.
N$Bne fesay o Yutremder~his~ vondclence;, 1'don’t
TREY LS G108 Ut e Baby ottt they are con-
hced of God, nor to give up any outgvatd rites or any
thing else until they see it'to be duty. But there must
bl liberty for the whole truth ‘that roots out sectism
afld everythime that rivals/Christ. And the wh%g&xlml
n hurt no‘one that don’t-need its sifting and purg-
ng,

l

planting, and only put off the longer the union for
which Jesus prayed that his true disciples, with the Ju-|
dases and all who are after th
sifted out, may be one as he and the, Father ar’e“%lx‘l‘s,,

What sort of a union would that have bgen, made up
of all those carnal minded diseiples of fJesus who were
after the loaves and fishes and who sajd “It is a hard
saying, who can hear it ?” and went-back sifted out by
the truth from Jesus’ lips; that rich young man whom
Jesus told to sell all out and went: agvay sorrowful;-and
Judas who was at heart a thief ahd?raitor, and went o
his own placs; t
cluded, before the sifting of truth and the fiery trials of

the crucifixion scenes? i,

What a conglomerate of hell4would that union have
been, made up of all that carpalfand corrupt humanity
before the purifying and siftingfolt of truth and the
furnace and the final baptism of Peptecostal power;!

0, what fools and blind are ghose Yyho preach a union
without a sitting work of Chyist. ch are not his
ministers but of the opposite ile. Tl genuine ggspel
workers always put Hghteoness drs
befois peads ™

oy Ban, Ak ) D
at a horrible conglomerate of iniquity would

hat a
christendom make to-day if all the foul sects of Baby-
lon could be made one just as they are! I am glad
this is impossible. I am opposed to a union of all the
It would be the most stupendous shzssm

a~
an’s most deceitful workers to-day are those, who are
torking for a unity of’existing sects. Unity of divis-
idns is a lie on its face,,and a libel on the name of Je-

'and fraud on earth. I am glad it cannet be done.

EN t this damnable and open fraud is better
i poss%#l?,'tﬁmk»woul&wvbeﬂowbmk“dﬁwmvﬁ"em

W wallFamd make, dllnoinil ‘Christed@om Titerally Gile.
God don’t want itrBrig-al-theseets of-€histeirdom
together as they are into one big sect, and we would
have Old Rome over again before the reformation.
Such a union would carry us back four hundred years,

gse yrho.are grieved, before Luther’s time, into ‘the debths of Papal corrup-

e loaves and fishes ares

and all the rést of te disciples Peter in- |

HD100 DULH S+

HISTORY OF THE CHURCIL

The publislied histories of the Church of Christ since
the Bible record closed, are -mostly histories of the
yise and ‘growth of the vast episcopal body politie of
this world which had its chief cénters at Rome, Con-
stantinople, Antioch; Carthage arfd other cities, and
falsely called the church of Christ which is not of this
world. bt

The true church 6f Qhrist never had a political exist-
ence or recogition by men. It is not a corporated body
or organism like all political societies or kingdoms
made by man, dependqnt on money and the ecivil
power. Itisa body indéed more perfectly united and
organized than any speiety ever made by man, bat not
by human agreenent. It is the the quy of all those
in one place or in all the waorld who are joined together
simply and only by beibg joined to Christ by taith in
his saving powhr.

We see 'fl'or&the letters of the New Testament that
the chureh of a place was only, {he saints of a place, all
who were in Cirist being in the church, since there
was no other door, nar head, nor foundation. Itmakes
no difference what men suppose, the Bible speaks of no
other church besides what men jéined by joining
Christ. To tpach anything else is to add to God’s
word, and thits deny rSE‘rod. .

They bhilt o meeting houses and had no sacred
places. It waj not-until the reign of Alexander Severus,
220 years after Christ that they began to build houses
of worship like the Jews and heathen who had temples
and sacred places.

Christians met in private houses mostly, or.in shops,
or any places inside or out of doors that they could
find convenient.

A common bond of union in Christ and a common
experience of persecution kept them distinet and Sepa-
rate from all the rest of the world. It cost. a man the
loss of reputation, and all manner of persecution unte
death to take the name of Christ.

e
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w TI;E RISES OF, JHhasstl
Wk
The great obstacle to th¢: Jirgad p%’th ;
the world which was encfuntdrdpy *

P
who succeeded him in the WmMu, Was J

3 g
b

udaisif"Cir=

(4

batlr,
gargsbigmang.desishdielievers, ubile.shedontiles.:
all who were converted under Paul’s labors hgld th
Christ%vasthe end of all these types and shadbws.

I‘x t

Western church, who were raisg
by the outward.rites which requ
outwardsthings. were made erser
Aally baptism,and the. Supper.
Jyears atter Christ tadght that
wash away sin. 50 also Cyprig
.clergy add popes that followe
sus that these outwafd: rites is
their power over the peoplé, wij
i0 bpg baptizged and . to eat the

. to honor and.power
a priesthoqd, these
1 to sglvatjon,espec-
rtullian, tyvo hundred
tism ,bad powerto
and all the ‘Romigh
¢ The history inférms
hat gave thejpriests
ad,to .come to them
dy of, Christ.

o g i %
, J¢sTIY NaTlER.
i 1 M 3
. 4 1Y
thissman of God, and

hrist whom ail his-

But now L eall your attentio
true apostle and martyr of Jed
rtory acknowledgesias a saint,

He was born betwebn eight$ and nicety of of the
christian era, an'dlived in: Pdlesiine, and hence was
living wher the apestle Johy _ was yet alive for 4 num-
ber of years, and before he"®Wrote tIhe book 6f» Revela-
* tidns. o

Justin Martyr knew personally many who had seen
the apostles, and doudtless the Lord himself, for many
such *were then living..

¢ Of this man of God wiiv' laid down His lite joyfully
for the faith of Jesus, who was“whipped and beheade
after every effort to turn him from the taith in vain,
there is much important writing that has beent sup-
pressed by the priesthoods of corrupt christianity.
While all church bistoriansscall him a saint, and white:
.wash his sepulcher, they have neger dared 1o publish all
his.writings. A corrupt priesthod have concealed thé
facts from the pages ot history of this man’s important
testimfony on'ontward rites and the Judaism of the
christian charch in the very days of the aposties and
immediately after their time. Justin Martyr who lived

‘before the Bible writings were finished; knew the mind

.of the apostles and the church of that day. His testi-
mony is nearly as strong asif it came direct from, thern, |
because he sealed it with his blood ag they did, ahd he

~was a4,companion of the apostles .in faith and sufferings
as weil,as by a copupon baptism of the same Holy
Spirit. And therg is no other reliable hjstary on this
subjeot that goes so-far back aud is so direct and posi-

. tiveron the Juduigm ahat has always wdistracted the
chuarch, destroyed its wpirituality and built up a carnal
priesthood. .

Now-.hear the inspired testimony of this sainted mas-"
tyr of Jesus in the very days when many eye.witnesses

of the apostles werc yot living.
; c oA his vl

o
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Saain, highx conte ocdiie
vo0 defénded™ the  CAt
ion, baptism the supper an.

“ nal ori)Ates of cireumejs
Sabbath.

ism, by Wni‘B. OfVie, of Philadelphia.
T Hear Justin Marcyr: ’

“ Through the washing of repentance- and of the
knowledge of God, which-was established on accodut of
the .transgression of the pdople of God, as Isaiah de-
olares, we havgbelieved and made known that ‘this
very baptism,-which he fore-anncunced, is the only oue

- dble to cleanse the repenting; tnis is the water of lite.
+ But the cisterns which you (Jews) 'have dug  out are
- broken and nseléss to you. For of what use is that

N baptism which,cleanses the flesh and the body, only?

Baptize the soul from anger and trom coveteoustiess,

and from envy, and from hate, and behold the body is

bRE A
sure.
i Y o

“What, tlien, is the word of girduncision to me, hav=
ing received testimény from God » What need is there
;of that baptism (with Water) 1o one baptized by the
‘Holy Spirit ? ! : '

: it Xou {Irypho)-need.a second.cirgumeision, and yet
you think much of that,of the flésh. The new law (the
Christiian) commands you to keep a perpetual Sabbath,
and you rest in one day and think that.you, sre relig-

~ ious,not'thinking why the commafidment as given
you. . . ! Tt any begxtn “adultertr, lét him répent, and
then-he will Wave’kept atrpe ahd pleasant Sabbath of

- &hd. If’any bas nhelead Bands, J6t'him tash, dnd he
will be pure. Fo? it was nos, surely, to”'the batl that
Tsatah sent vou'to wash dwdy fitder ang those other
sins from' Which all the iwdvels of thé sea cannét cleanse
you, but, s one would thihk, there fras_ ot old the very
washings of salvation which he spoge of, viz.: that
which is for those*who repent, and ¥Wo are no longer:
putified by the blood-oF goats ‘and sfep. or tlie ashes

' of a heifer, dr by vifefifg8> of fine fIqur, ‘but'by faith
‘ohvough ‘thﬁ(blqod g‘na’ denth of €hristtwho dfed for this
Very 'purpose.’’ t § »

- x e 4 a pe . ] D A .
. }‘ Tlhrogh thé.baptism,of fepentance and XKnowledge
for-the sinsyot-l

of God,-fhefx;gib ‘g, which was i_n(s'bit'ute
the péople,“as Isaidh says we have bylieved, aug we

know the same baptism whith he* pYéaghed, And whiclt

- dlone ¥ apld to{clg‘(i:nse,tébs‘e W,ﬁ%';eg‘e%; is fthe'Yyatery

R Ho xeperg, I Lor

PR

6'f'l§fe: b <  —

; . ¥ . S . »
~  But the cgisterns witigh you haye digged for yourselves
Aré Bioken cisterds, and tnable £ be ofiany use gq you,
for whay profit is there in.the baptism, which cleanses
“ille body alone? Tiet youy sorls Peiwashed fednr ¢Ov-,
- -etedusress, from énty”and hatred,’snd the whoe "b"day
will'be pare. | Sy s e - P
R B ’ 7z i

“ And:;th‘js ig"the rsignification of the unleayened
. ‘bready vis.;.that tyoy showld abstain,from “the, eldswork.
‘&f‘ evil leayen. “Yous howeviny recgiveseverything in

ik

o,

e B

€ , 0 ]

eli,,éo%fq‘{ “:x%)ifglfde‘jeic% éss nd evety g‘gaxg;of évig.‘: ¢
" ; ‘ g ; 21 racticéiofy > ks ¢ Y.

l, ndsby al _9 mmelyds yyuho e practic ﬁo‘ §ﬁexx \k&ﬁx . 33

P11t ydiag bl
(i o

Jewish rites and bsersfingosssavere-heldbmeresaki’ Loy W
e-thedGentilpgaand 400.8hQr

~Under-Fertultam=Gyprian, ward- the~bistrops==of the-}*

; 4. D24
_Twhich4

I use the sclections contained in the book on Ri.mal-’<

“ashanfed-of the gospel of Christ,

24,

ing men jfroth sin is inclitded in_the gospel.

-of the gogpél. Whatever truth is
¢in is the gpspel, Nothifig else is.
save buf by repentange
Lithich conviets men of sin, especlally’the chuteh; out of-which
¢ 3 Vv ) ey 1 A1 sAlvatfdn the holiness of which iswhat Jesng' Lgave him-,
in'a carnal sense, and. think: ~it « to! he serying- God-tsrH-to seCute, ‘constitites the.gospel., ‘

I e e ;T
warks, whild: Jourf,sofils “are’} £l gﬂ,
(i, H%ncgiG d

F oo

; ¢ . ¥
thids Comminds,yoh ¢ N bl b

Ver,

i

uld gyactise yoyr cirenpicisian of, the fleshyy
nld, Keep, 11

feasts, did we not know for ,what they were, e!njqined .
vou, ¥z farFodr‘singand the Hardnesd ot youd.hdaltd.

Cribabié,_mode's of” death “and torture,
wio 86 torment may find mergy, Why,
e ‘1'ef'u§e_ to %bservc such rites as wopld, .do us no -
yry? such as fleshly cirenmcisiop a‘nl@ keeping of the Sab- |
ibath and fdstjvals? " Ttis. becapse ¢ircumcision js,not
necessary for all, but only for the Jews, that, as I said
before, you migliy undergo your' present justly merited
suffgrings. | i

g},cxy that those,
Lrypho, skonld

f

]

L Nor do we,teceive yoiif useless baptism of cisterns,

for, such bears no relation to the. baptism,of life.—Ycun

L. whoare circumgised in the flesh requirg buy cireumcis-

lon, while we who possess this have 1o fieed of yours.”

# Our baptism-is rot of the flesh; but the devil, - hbar
ing of this baptism taught by the prophet. Isaiah, insti-
gated those who enter ino their temples, and who
were about to come to thlem, to sprinkl.eo themselves,
and to wash their whole perdons, imitating Moses and
the prophet I have mentioned.”

“ He (God) has shown This good-will foward the Gen-
tiles also, and receives-saerifices from us more readily
than from you (Jéws). What néed have I, then, of cir-
sumcision, who have thetedtimoty of God in my favor?
To# can' I require that baptism (¢! water), . who have
peen already baptized with the Holy Ghost? . .. Aund
80 many righteous men who képt none of these legal’
ob8ervances have still obtained the express approval of
God himself.” wé :

& So, I continued, it I were to sum all the o‘rdinan'ces
which were commanded by Moses, 1 should provesthem
to be types, and symbolssand presignificatious of what
was afterwards to happen to'’ Christ and those who
were foreknown as belierers in him; but since the

<

sufliciant, I omit them and pdss on to the next pojnt in
order, viz.: ¢ As circumcigion began from A raham
and the Sabbath, sacrifices and feasts from Moses, and
I have proved that these were -commanded on account
of the hardness of your hearts (and ascribe it to your
bwn wickedness that God can be thus’ falsely acecused
of not having always taught the -same righ'teous (gos-
“pel) doctrines to all); so it was vequisite that they
(these sacrifices, feasts, etc.) should cease in Him who
who.was born of the race pt Abraham, of the tribe of
Judah, and of the family of David—:Christ, the Son of
God, who, it was preachegd, should" come " as the ever-
lasting law and.new coyegint for the whole”world. . .
We, tgo, who thrcugh hijjghave come to- God; receive
i Shly civen gt ibi .- %ﬁihﬂ!‘wﬂéz‘sne;’
Och and those ik him observed. This, since
we had been sinners, we rétéived by means of baptism
hot'the fleshly, which he has oft toldnusis ‘useless’ but
the ‘spiritual’) through the mercy of God ; and it would
be‘good for all to receive it likewise.”
Thus spoke this suinted niartyr in the very days}'}
he apostles. ’

e e .

The Work of the Holy Spirit.

A brotber asks to have Johit 16: 8-11 explained.

“ ¢ will reprove the worltl of sin of righteonsness, and of
Judgment. Of sin because they helieve not on me; of right-
eusness hecause [ go to my Father. and ye see me no more sof
Ju_dgmen%because the prince of this world is Judged.”

The word 2eprove might be translated convince.

The first work of the Holy Spirit is to convince the world
of sin. No preacher has the Spirit of God in lum who don't
reprove’and convince men of all sin, and therefore suffer per-
secution. . ) .

The Holy Spirit is a fault finding spirit, and hence gives of-
fense. O, how little this Spirit is Known.

1t convinces or reproves of sin because men don’t believe in
"Christ. If they*ll believed in Christ with true faith they
would be saved from all sin heuce the Holy Spirit would
npt condemn them.. But all who are, out of Christare in sin,
and condemned by the FHoly Spiris.

*¢¢ Of tighteousness because 1 go to my, Father.”

That is, Jesus being abserit from them, whoswhile on earth
testified against the world’s iniquity,-and taught his disciples
righfeousness, the Holy Spirit takes his place, leads them
into all truth, feaches rigliteousness, aswell as reproves of
siff in Christ’s abSencg with the Fatber.

¢ Of+Judgment beeause the prince of this Forld is jndoed.”

“Thé spirit that now worketh in the children of disobédience
is jndged or condemned by the word and the Holy Spirit.

Theavorld is not only reproved or convinced of "its wicked-
ness: but the very spirit that isin the world is condemned by
‘the Holy Spirit that is in Christ's disciples. This is the rea-
son why all the powers of earth and hell are comnbined agajnst
his true diseiples. The Judgment. or condemnation hasal-,
réady begun. They are already condemued, and after death
when Jesus comes again with'ten thousand of his saints he
hewill ity that great day exccute fipal judgment upon all.:
and convince all that are ungodly of all their ungodly deeds,
ete., Jude 13. {

of Wha% Does tﬂ? Gcsp’efConsist,

WL yjf)u Please say iu your nest of what does the gospel,
consist;and for what purpose does God save sinners? Augwer
hécording to Bible, Isaiah 8: 20.” :

)
“ Pidul anstvers this question i Romans; 2: 16,”, “I.°am not
for it is the power of God
unto alvition-to eVery'ofic that believeth.” Or in 1 Cér. 1:
*“ Ghrist.the wisdom of Gad=and the power of God.” .
The, gospel, therefore. is £lie wholeplan and poweér of God
f6r mans salvation. » All thathelongs,to God’s. means of sav-
Jéshs'is called by,
from sin.-This s all there is
adapted to .savemen'from
There is w0 otlrer wayito
and faith in Jespd. .AJl truth [ theny

the flamé he béars becauke He saves

[y

¥

3
{| pektherefore reqpiy jg 1'igil!feo}1‘snessf and purity of life and
: the £

AN
and" [ bk
enanestonghaptismethe Passovén supper~and the Sabe|bVe cirgumgised with the true circumejsion;? and.adds,, e house of God.” Jesugsays: “Sanctify them through thy

Foripuwe »-endure-aft that is-inflicted~on-we-by-wieked+
men, and evjl spirits, and yet, in the midgt of our indis- |,

things which I have already enumerated seem to me.|,

Lreccived the following card from a frient in Cleavelahd: |-
‘ 3

aLi5: Tor oAl thit {those who do the works
it_,.t‘he kijfigdom of God. The gos-

aul says iurG
thelesh shall nptinhe

ig made up, of truth against all un-

practice, hence ospe 1 l
0 "'pfie‘vers. “fJudgment must begin at

righiteotisness aniong™be

truth,” . . P
LI %}fe wotdlotigdd s é’hﬁrpﬁ thah any two-edged sword,

Jir J’&Wisuahbﬁ*hSv-*:and"a'u“:m&“'discermg'tmmagma’nﬂ:mben"ts"m}rc*heam"* Poutsays

he preached the gospel with much conteution, not using flat-
ering words. _ -

So.ye seg that, the tunth whigh apen, hate, which upcovers
their sin and hypocrisy {s the gospel.

Peter preached thesgospel at the*Perftecost when he exposed
the inigujty of the Jews injerucifying Christ, and prove that
they were not drunk byt tilled with the Spirit according to
nprophecy. . )

Stephen prea¢hed the gospel whens ha' showed the Jews
that their meeting house was not God’s dwelling place,-and
exposed their hypoerisy and enmity to God until they*in mad-
ness rushed upon himy and dragged him.out, and stoned him
to death. v

Paul preached the gospel to Felix amntil he trembled, rea-
soning of © temperance, righteousness and a Judgment to
come.” Y

Tq preach ¢ temperance, righteoysness, and a.J udgment to
come,” i to preach the gospel. It always convicts the guilty
and makes tngwm tremble. § 3

aul preached the gospel to Elymas the Sorcerer, when he
called him a child of the devil, et¢. , e preached the gospel
against Judaizers when he said: *“let them be necursed,” be-
cause they turned the believers from the sufficieny of Christ
to perfection by fleshly rites.

Paul describes his wholg. preaching: ¢ Testifying to both
Jews and Greeks repentance toward God and faith toward
Christ.” Acts 20:21. °

This fvag precizely the preaching of John the Baptist andalt
God’s holy prophets.  Although Christ was known enly by
types and shadows, outward circumeision, baptisms, and sac-
rifices, yet it was the-the game gospel of repentancé for sin
and faith in God’s provision of nerey in Christ.

Those therefore who teach that the gospel is only telling
- men, that Jesus died for-them without telling the, whole trut
against hypoerisy and all sin and the necegsity of holiness and
sulvation from sin, are false prophets and deceivers “of Satam.
They don’s preach the same that Paul preached, and all Bible
.saints and prophets.

Jesus preached the gospel, the great pattern preacher, when
he uncovered the hypoerisy of the Pharisees, and rebuked and
drove out the money chuangers who had detiled God's house,
the type of his church. And the true preaching of Christ can-
not be done without exposing all church iniquity and purging
out all the defilement of coveteousness and hypocrisy, sect-
"ism, frolics, shows and every other work ,of Satan under the
the name and pretense of Christ’s church, to-day.

Il gospel cannot be preached without tearing every sect
of Christendom to pieces, and provoking the same persecu-
tion from ull so-called.churches that Jesus provoked from the
Jews.  All that so-called gospel and holiness that fails to do
this, but harmonizes ith any existing religious denomina-
tion is of the devil and not of God, if the Christ of the Bible
is tht standard by which we judge.

Lastly, the question: ““ For what-purpose is God saving sin-
ners ?”

T answer by 8cripture, Eph. 5: 2527, * He gave himself for
it (the church) that he might sunctify and cleanse it with the
washiug of water by the word, that heanight present it unto
himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkl& or any
such thing, but that it shoultt be holy and without blemish.”

This is the best answer I ean give, and it i3 direct from God
by Paul.  That God may have aholy people_without spot or
blemish is the object. And theé word ot trash) e
optfell sin and el Gadls o ad
“CTeRIEIN g TN NN UL CIAITCIE DUTRY. L
of the gospel is upon siumers after conversion,
woids the church.

See Eph. 4: 11-16.  He gave his ministry for that purpose.

'This is the Thus saith the Lord, in answer to your isquiries.

s A e

A Brother Heath, in Ashville, N, C., asks my judgment as
to whether it is ifnocent to.eat swines flesh, 1 need simply to
quote Christ’s words: **Not that whick ,entereth into the
mouth défileth.” This repeated and explicit declaration of
Jesus Christ ought to settle all question about the sinfulness
of anything takeu into the wmouth. Those who make sin Y
coneist in any.hing taken into the mouth, make Jesus a liar,
He squarely and repeatedly contiadicts that idea. -

Farthermore, nothing done to the Lody, or any other fleshly
or physical coudition is what makes anysin.. Sin is the trans-
greseion of God's law. But there i3 no transgression where -
there is no law known. Therexcan be no sin without first o
knowledge of duty, ‘‘Ile-that knoweth to do good and doeth
1t not, to him it is sin.” When We know that any thing is
coutrary to Goll's will, or when we belteve it to be so, or even
have serious doubts about it, then it becomds sin and not be-
fore. Read Romans 14, for proof of this.

Under the gospel the Bible has no ceremonial prescription
about any meats or drinks. Nothing is sinful to us that we are
clear in eating-or drinking, or dofng whatever. If our heart.,
coudemns us not, ®od does not condemin us. Tf there is no
guilty conscience there is no sin. Conscience muy be seared,
but we are responsible for that, and the sin lies in & perverted
conscience. 'When we are givén over to believe a” lie, then
our sin is not the less but the greater for loss of conscience.

Every true conscichee condemns druukeness, or any self-
abuse, hence the 8in begins when we ent or drink' knowingly
to ourdujury. Except under the law of Moses the law of
God does not conflemn.pork por any other ejtable nor any
drink, exedpt as gbove what we know necessarily injures us
or cansés ifitoxieation. . - .

‘“Tyery creaturé is ¥ood and tb be received with thanksgiv-
ing,” is the avord of God.  But we cannot bless God for what
We use.contrary to naturc-itf e knoww it {o be s0.

Lhis discussiou of ideats, drinks, medicines; cte., is alto-
gether another’wospel besides what came from Christ, except
only dlohg the line of*ubiversal human conviction and knowl-
edge of good and evil:  What every conscience attests, whag
every one knows to be duty when attention is called to it, tha
we can press with the authqrity of the gospel. ™ Tobheeo and
other injurious labits arf on this line. and yet there
are exceptions.  Some do ndt in their individual case sve it,

It svon’t do to condemur brethren on such, things, execept we

LI avliich s

or iu other

J know their consciencts condemn them. Although we can

preach against (his and all habits known to be contrary to ng-
ture.
s k]

T e
Different’ Meanings of the Word Baptize.

Great confusion and d visian has come from a  difference of
understanding*about the meaning of the woérd baptism when
applied to oubtward things. .

A learned mdn namad DT. Dale, hag‘taken pains to find oat
all the different megnings of this one word in the Greek lan-
guage which was spoken by apostles. N

He says the word cONDITION is alway$ understood with the
Word haptizes To baptize a person s to, put him into some
conditionsunderstood or expressed as follows. ©
‘4 Baptism of vine, & "druken conditon. 2
war, a desolated condition.
condition.

Baptifm of
3. Baptismeofredre, ant anxious
0 4. Baptism of trouble, a Ligprassed condidition:
5 daptism © of*” * passion, an .excited, . condition.
6 .Baptism of griefd sorrowiul céhditich> 7. "Baptism of ig-
norance, an uheplivhtened condition. ‘8. Baptism of wicked-
ness, a depraved condition. 9. Baptidm of -taxes, an op-
pressed condidion. 10, Raptism of debtsya bahikrupt condi-
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tion, 11, Buaptism of mental labor, an ‘imbecile condition.
12.  Baptism of questions, & bewildered condition., 13. Bap-
tisnt of disease, a sickly condition. 14, Baptism of Magian
arts, a superstitious condition. 15. Bgptism of poverty, an
lmpoverished condition. 16. Baptisin of & drug, a somnolent
{sleepy) gondition, 17, Baptism of pleasure, a joyous condi-
tion. 18, ‘Buptism of heifer ashes, a ceremonially pure coy-
dition. 19. Baptism of mersion, a"whelined ¢onditipn.” s

He says water is neverto be understood in connection with
the word baptize except water is mentioned, oy the cqpuee-
ilon requires it.

He also speaking of J ohn’s baptism says it Wwas the baptisin
of repentance, and not of witer, he preached, . se¢ Matt. 3.
* He came preaching, saying repent ye' for the kinedotn of
heaven is at hand,” ~ His preaching, then, %as tlie baptism or
condition of repentance and notwater. Hé did not préuch
water but repentance, a spiritual conditign, %qd as a Jewish
priest, the son of the pritst Zacharidh,, "hé Uséd the“Jewish,
sign of puritying iy literal wagdr. Bat water Yag 'ﬁd{: th'e end,
bus only a type of the end he $ought, r’epeu'm}‘ce dnd purificy-
tion. . \ L

"This definition of the word baptizé and its uses from, the
highest authority for the meaning of English words, is in per-
fect accordance with its use in Sbcripture. Jesus tells us of
the baptism of suffering, as the condition of sufiering; and
the baptism of fire, a condition of purifying'by trials;“baptism
of the Holy Spirif, a Condition of Loliness by «the renewing'of
the spirit, a spiritual instead of carnal condition of mind zgnd
heart; and a baptism into death to sin, a condition of salvation
from the poaver or love of sin.- Paulin 1 Cor. *15: 2y, ¢ Why
are they baptized for the dead,” in othen-words why are they
m a condition of exposureto death, it the dead.rige pot, orif
thiere isno hope in death?” ete. Besides tliése Instunces,
where water is mentioned it«dofit-hive reference to anyform.
:* Our fathers were all bapgized unto Moses in the cloud and
in the sea.” Yet they went through dry shod. Also in the
Greek theword is Baptize where in Lnglish i#'is wash in
iliese texts.
Besides all this! six times Johns baptism by water is con-
trasted.avith Christ's baptisin by the Spirit ag the type which
is to give place to the reality. "And Paul says there 1sbut one
baptism by which we are all made members of Christ and
that is the Holy Ghost.

Now in view of all these faets, and the knowledge that Je-
sus'always taught spiritual things.as the end, and never car-
2al things, how is it possible that any professed saints of God
can wrest the word baptize, which “we eannot differ about
gpiritually, and ferce on mankind their own fleshly definition
when there are so many meanings to the word aside from its
spiritual sense? R .

What consummate foly to bind another’s conscience to any
fleshly sense of that word when it has a hundred meanings be-
sides water, and at least half o dozen where water is under-
stood. It it is water, how is it done? No one ‘can tell, for
immgersion, washing, sprinkling, pouring, wetting, = dry mo-
tion with or without water, will e¢ither of these answer the
meaning of the word? Water may be thrown at the person,
and not touch him, or may be in lreaps, as dt the Red sea, by
‘his sides, and he be dry shod, and dry clothed, but be baptized
all the same.  Such is the word by.« truthful Bible meanin
Now will you build a water sect on that word,
39 hellall others whom Jesus has baptized ?

o
a

and sentence
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OPPOSING ORDINANCES.

Advoceates for outward rites desire to throw the responsibil-
ity of division upon those who hold Christ sufficient without
hem.

I want to say that this is never true.
free womaun never persecute the children
N0 one h:

The children of the
of the hond woman.
18 ever opposed liberty of conscience for any who
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Mark 7: 4 and 8versds,: Luke 11: 38, “feb. 9: 107"
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iency of the same. Sect teachers w'}'xo' take’  this posi-
tion know or ought to know _bettér. That union it

strength is a pringiple holding good all | the “way*
through the intelligent and shoral world. "Feachers who
deny this of the church proper .are dishonest before
God and man! or are so drunk and debauched with the
wine of sect fornjcation that moral distinctions are losb:
to view.. Yet this is the condition of the, great mnass Jf
religious teachers;'holiness', ag well as -others, A,
house divided dgainst itself cannot stdind,” so says
Chrigt.  Nay. (say these lying prophets) bit Iiord you
kpow it.stands all the stronger, nnless it should prove
to be our particular sacred sect house. God help, men,
to be sanctified by tlhie truth and not by lies. “If we
dividg we shall destroy ourselves,” _ How true thik sen-
timent as applied to every human 1n§titu‘c'ifd)'n fro'm the
fdmily up. Every one knows the verity 1 their state-
ment, ,

The law of djvision is fragmentation and death.
Death and destruction have always "followéd 1 the
wake of divisions:» The moral world' forms’ fio excep-
tion to this statement, indeed the most striking 1llustra-
tions are found there. Notwithstanding all of this, the
clear conception of sect teacheérs of 'the ~destroying
power of divisians; they persevere- in theit Work of
fragmentation and coolly deny any injury to’the gens
eral Chureh of Christ buat rather a great blessing.

This is 4 strong example of holding the trath in un-
righteousness, against which the wrath of God is re-
vealed from heaven,

They tfurther say divisions destroy “the work of,
God apd the souls of our people.” Sectists are quite
keen to see this a%s applied to their particular sect but
blind to any things, ot the kind touching the church uni-
versal: Why is this? how are we to account for this
strange feagure ? Upon na other condition than that
of their loving, darkness '&mthcxz than light beca}lse
their deeds are evil. How’amazing the thought that
sect advoeates should so fully discern these god-given
truths and so pevsistently apply them to their particular
sect pen, and yet never réverse them as applied to the
general body of Christ. Their langhage is edrtuclly
this; if the general church  is divided, what can stynd
betore it > It it is united 1t will destroy itself, the work
of God and the souls of their people. . )

[ said this was their language; it is more, practically
every energy of their being is made to subserve the
principles iuvolved in the stateiment. ) 'lheyw cannot es-
cape this charge: not in time or eternity. Kvery para-
phernalia of their sect idolatry witnesses aguinst them.
It is.their personal robe, byt 1t is not the divinely given
wedding garment.

When hard pressed under the accumulated force of
truth they betake themsélves to this subterfuge:

“We are not responsiblé for divisions, they have cotme
down to us trom former generations. We are under
the necessity of receiving fhem and making the most
of them, as something thab'cannot be remedied.”

Lhis is virtually the position taken by B. T. Roberts,

e  F = e wer T . e
sults; and vital questions are involved, whjch de§sive

out notice. N
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Preciscly as truth on carnak ordinan¢es hurts carnal-

ity in one class; and the rutlon
ot'another class, and atruth on

hurtg ahoether sellt nésty so tru

sectisth hurts"idolaters
miracles and healing

tl on earthly’ ‘govern-

meuts will touch atioflher sensitive vein of falseess
"

and’sectism.
Butlet us all acdetitt the

esly applied. *F honqr the

brobing 8f Seripture lfon-

conscience whigh tor

Chridt’s sake, woufd"x;erhtse. tobea soldier, *or which

would rdsign any
hopo? the chndciohcs
carthly cdlling, ra;}li
Eh6nor Abraha
fitick Ithac. I fhrfl
Christian withou? h:
afe ready to leavd'aMwlien da
thing’s in 4ny.way intdtfore wi
But whatl 28
teackes that we'tires
sword ot thi nsgis
are* we inforhed thy
their business calli
want né' opinions n
cdndemnation of &4
any other worldly bBiness,
sbldier treated ag il outlaw,

e that Yor

tht taith

speak e

ulers an
n order

» apd  home, ‘at tlfe call

nfercnees,
Crothent business, any more than
"Where is the ruler or the
or sihner, for using the

overnment ‘position.” 1 likewise

Christ gives yp every
of God.

that vas willing to sac-

nort'’know that no one oan be a
ing all on the altar, s¢' that ‘they

ty calls, or when these
th*duty t‘God:

w_is ‘for the Scripture which

vil'of tulers, or* of'the

te, or the powers thdt be. Wheré

d soldiers must, repént of
to be Christians: We
bul & direct scripture

sword or brute fored in the excecution of justice? = All

Bible read rs.know there is no

all condenmmagion ‘of goverminent business
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autbority and not God’s.

therefore
is op man’s

such seripture,

And we are torbid to aceept

the traditions of mén for the.law of God, by which to
Jjudge bfethren in goverﬁment’bmploy.f

“CHRIST'S KINGDOM NOT

I now gite the scripture psually taken. As

kingdom is not of this ‘world it

OF THIS WORLD,
. M

Christls
1s the opinion at some

that we canuot.at the same time.be in government bus-

iness, beq?ns(x,it is of this worl
Byt hid applies equally to
ness.

”

d.
all other worldly busi-

It also applies .spe(;iall.;' to the family relation which

18 earthlv.
lies apd kingred
inéss.” Besides, we are taught
s ** neither male not férale.?

Jesus says-wore about

giving up our fami-

than about giving upr government bus-

that in his" clurch. there

This reasoning, therefore, would break up every fam-

ily, and destroy the distinction of
this reasaning has resulted in the wildest

sexes. Precisely

fanaticism,

breaking up famikies and defying civil authorities.

The worst Nihilism comes fr

fore we accept of a seripture proof,

ourthis reasoning. Be-

we want to see if

it don’t prove too much. Fanaticism and all error have

wrought their ruin by heedless

wresting. of seripture.

. ¥
EARTHLY GOVERNMENTS RIYALS TO CHRIST.

Another inference or opinion

is thas i Christ is ouy,

Loout any- b i g ordinances is7a’

tion. Those who liave got Christ have nothing to be jealous
about. It isonly those who have something besides Jesus
who are jealous about loosing their god. No body ecares for
gutward rites except those who defend them and teach that
they are necessary. The whole coutroversy and division is
eaused by condemning und rejecting those who are in Chrlst
dnd understand that lie is enough for our salvation. We of
eourse cannot deny Christ, and are compelled to preach his
suflicience against those who would put another yoke on the
church. This was just what Paul did in Galatians against
Judaizers, contend for the sutliciency of Christ without the
avorks of the flesh.  Those who blame us ave with those who
blamed Paul, and fall under the curse he'denounced in Gal,
1:8,9.

- =+
mistake and decep-
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THE WICKED SERVANT.
) By 8.8. Conn,
Three respective religious bodies have put forth the
following strong sentiments; each as in the iuterest of
their partigular sect:

It we are united, what can stand before us? If wé
divide we shall destroy curselves, the work of God, and
the souls of our people.” Thus speak the M. E.s the
. M. and the United Brethren; with the slight excep-
tion on the part of the U. B’s who have ip injure our-
selves.” Not quité sure thut divisions would destroy
them, . s -

That these sentiments, ate put forth
as applied to each sect body, none will question. Nor
will any, I think, question their having expressed the
real sentiment ot gach sect body with feference, to it-
self. -« .

There’is not a religious sdot cxtant but what would,
look with appareht Loly horror upon an  attempt tq di-
vide and scatter them especially if the power was formi-
dable and bid fair to succeed. These are not abstract
'principles to the scer world, bug, living veritics and
which will, as a part of their beisy by them be carried
to the Judgment.

" Strange as it may appear eack sect is persisteptly, to
the extent of its ability doing the very thing it con-
demns; this with the «Diuvinely institused body of
Christ; more sacred than all else on earth, Their guilt
in this is béyond conzeption ; yet none are found ready
of willingito assume, the least sin in the matier: on the
contrary they are fast assuming the position that there
13 no sin attyched to. tie dividing asunder and {rag-
matizing theprecious body of Christ.

What they hold to be true, in its fullest sense; of
their sect or sects, they hold to ,be unttue in ‘iotq ofthre
generdl church, “ If we are united, what can stand be-
tore us?’* This-is in uccord. with every principle of rea-
son. It cchoes the v@ice of revealed truth.  The per-
son who wghibldeny, ﬂlis__gtg_’bemeng as relafed to fam.
ily, social, aud ngtiona] Iifc would justly deserve the
stigmg, of mad-man or fop]. Sect advocates Hold *tp+
vnion agstrength, as:powerzso far 43 theiy partiealay
sect4s concerned ‘#nd yetithen.around dnd. ‘deny it to
be true of the general church. Yea more, declare that.
divisions give diversity,.add to the power and effic-

in good faith,

~alike.’

for their opinions,.thereby causigg™division, I"shall"call |

only he adds t6o by eclaimtog, the “COTTUp®lons~ Of hi§
mother church was such as to justify his setting up an-
other division. . )
This tissue of falsehood was forcibly illustrated in
the past great anti-slavery struggle. Slave-holdeis
claimed, slavery came down to them from past genefa-
tions; that they were in no sense 1'esp0nsxble‘ for its ex-
istence ; that sin cousists in its abuve and in nothing

the part of the colored race, as a benevolent and chris-
tianizing institution. o '

They were met by this irresistible logic. Man-
stealing in its incipiency was nothing olse than sin—
the climax of all possible. robbery and human guilt—
that the perpetuation of wrong never made, a right,—
that the extenuation of crime never made a benevolent
and christianizing institntion.”

Similar to slavery, divisions had themw begining in the
past, in opposition to the revealed ind declared will of
tha Lord. 1t was the sin"of rebellion under the divine
government. Its perpetuation can never make, it lesg,
thian this. As the perpetugtion of slavery gave an ex-
tension of,an institution of the Devil; so the perpetua-
tion of divisiong under.the;Jead ot religious sects, gives
but the continuation of rebellion before God. They can
never give or personify the real church of Christ but_
always thé child = of<« the devil. The priu-
ciples as named at thelicad of this article ane vir-
tually endorsed by sect leaders so far as their persowal”
sect interest are involved, hut reversed as applied to
the real church of Christ.  Their deep turpitude-in ap-
plication, together with their hypocrisy has gope before
them to Judement, preparatory to that awful statewment
“ Thou wicked servanf out of thihe own mouth will T
Judge ‘thee.”

n‘ ~
N i .

Earthly Ggyernments.

Although the followers of Chrigt ordinarily Lave lit-
tle to do with the governtents of this world, aud gen-
erally have been persecuted and oppressed by them, yet
the Scriptures furnish us all necessary information of
our rglation,and duties under them, and make applica-
tion of gospel principles’to both ruleys and subjects

Whoever is, sensitive, or ean be.huart
examination of scripture in this «or
betrays.sectirian prejudice, or other impure motives.

Already.I find.there is a revival of the' old Quaker
sect lines in certain direction’s among gomeoyter. ‘] have
hitherto refrained from saying-anything on this sub-
ject for tear"of offending weak consciences of brethren,
and because T felt that govesniient affails were of littie
coneern tof them;*but since somie are ‘condefnned. for

+

employmeut in goVernuieyt office, dnd others arc judged

by any candid
any other direction

‘attention t6 th¥ lawland testimony. There is in thiy di-

reétioh a vein 'of fanaticisth -or uhsoundness through ig-
Jorgnee-of seriptue, which might be seriods in its 7o

more. Furthermore that 1t was 10 be expected, as ou | The family governmeny is

to be a parent;

dom.

is no power but of God :

"KW Tt e-hffryoiver

cigners. Itis shid we may
only as foreigners are, but
with government affairs.

be
can

KIGgU0i CXCopT a8 107~
subject to  government
Lave nothing more to do

It is true we are pilgrims and- strangers-on earth, but

does that take us out of all eayt
ally, or 'in g Spirigual
not of the world, 80O

z

divinely instituted than the-
would therefore raquire e

éigner to his family,

boarders and transient lodgers,
family government. '

So masters could no longer.b

and we can only be ay

hly-relations? Is it liter-
sense  that we are

4s to be out of earthly relations?.

precisely as tarthly as civil
government. One is wo more

natural, necessary, or
S Py .
other. This repsoping

very pareat to be as a.for-
o resign family government, cease
5 and, the children

likewise to be as.
no longer bound to the

¢ rhasters, nor servants

be servants, since Christ is the only Master and King,
foreigners in any other king-

a

I say this reasoning is false to Scripture. It'is man’s

philosophy, and is unsound in its appligation. =

Inow cite scripture to the, contraxy.

ot

wr Y
SCRIPTURE TRES

vas

TIMONY.

““Let every soul ‘be subjeét-untosthe Ligher powers. For theter

the powers

that be are ordained of God..

2 Whosever therefore resistetl: thg power, resisteth ,the ordi-

nance of God; and they that resist

damnation. »8 I
the evil.
thou shalt have tl

or rulers are not a _terror’ to good
Wilt thoyshen not.be afraid of the.power? do good, and
e praise of the same:

shall receive ig themselves

orks, but tp

4 For hg is the minister

of God to thee for good. Bus if thou do that whigch is evil, be

afraid; for hie bear

¢th not Thé sword in vain: for he is the minister

of God, a revenger to e§<ecute wrath upoh him that doeth ¢vil.

5 Wherefors ye mn
for conscience sake.
for they are God’s *mi
very thing. 7 'Ren
whom tribute j§ due ;
fear : honor to wloth

for for.this
iIsters,

or.”?

needs be'subject,not*only for wrath, but

cause pay. ye tribute also:

attending continually’ upon this
therefore, to all thejr duess tribute to*
istom to whom .custom ;
Romarfs 13,

fear to whomn,

b “Let as many sérvaflts as dre uhder the yvoke count their own

masters worthy of all
m"%ue be not blasphemed. 2
ters

partakers of the benetis

mor, that the nampe Qf 364, and his oc~:
3 - 2 And they that
7 Jet them not despist them, because they.“are’ brethren; but

have believing PY

These things feachand exhort.

rather do thein servﬂcg bechiise they are faithful and beloved,,

3 L{gnygman toac
words, even'the, wor(s
whichds according t
thidg, bus doting abo
gometh envy, strife,

13 ““Submit your
Tordss sake: wlicther

*our 4
odliness ; 4

ilings, evil su

tlves to cvery ordinance
t be to the king, as supreme; «

pthieryise, and consent notto wholesome
' ordeJssus Christ, and the doctrine

Hejs proud, knowing nop

b uestions and strifes of words, y{_l}eyeg_gf

1-Tinr. 4,

rmijsings,”
xp : of man for the

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sehf by him for
she puhistiment of evildogrs, and for the praige of ﬂwm‘ﬂl@} dé
- o Bag o s

well”" 1 J;:s:l:er,‘l.

. Werseet from tbis‘scripturé*,'that olvi]
ordaingd of Go'd..

just likerthredamilyy is
servants, rulers and. subjects,

witht government #esponsibility. “Weread of #bels
musters” who are also bclieving
i

mént of earthly go¥ertment P
Dusinesd as'any’ on tearih, if ¢
pringiples. 7 "

God nover ordained menina
as he has earthly vulers. Ife y

T

go¥erdrent:

Masbdte hid

are’ entrusted by.God’
eving

rulers.. Such'indopse.
roves that it g 2 holy,
onducted on righteout

I o 4
ay unrighteous business,_
1ses” wicked -men'in all
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Lok Business as’in the earthly i'éimily, but that don’t
prove the business wrong, x .

Besides, the Bible is tull of adrgonitions,to pray for
rulers in Jieir business. This cou}d not be done it their
business was wrong. We couldmot piay tor God to
bless thieves snd outlaws in theircenpation.

Again, when Jesus was tempted by the Jews on this
yery question of earthly governineat, he gave an an-
swer which confounded fanaties then, and the same
now. “Render unto Ceaser the things that are Ceas-
ar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.” In
pther words, earthly gpvernmentsy are not a rival to
Christ’s kingdom, bag our obligafjons to them are in-
¢luded in our obligations to God, Cegsar, or earthly
rulers have a right to ouv service§ “ Tribute to whom
tribute is due.” Not as 4 -mattéR of necessjty, but of
conscience. This could not be tryd of any unrighteous
institution. We could not, pay ofir, money, to theatres,
rum-shops, to sectarian churchesg nor any otherun-
christian institutions withont pagaking their sin. If
earthly governments are rivals to brist, then to pay
them money is to support treas and opposition to
him. N

The command to pay tribute prgfes that earthly gov-
ernments are not rivals or contraifto Christ’s kingdom,
any more than tie tamily.relation.3 He would not com-
mand us to uphold any wrong yyitké our money aund our
prayers. -

JESUS REFUSED TO BE A KING.

Since Jesus refused to be 4 ruler gnd & judge, it is
inferred that his disciples cannot be. But he likewise
refused all other earthly Callings, neither was he a
father nor a husband in any ewrthly sense. His mission
was entirely a gospel mijssion. He..was a prophet and
spiritual king and could have no other business. So
God’s prophets or ministers genérally leave all earthly
callings. Peter and John left ‘their tishing business, to
become fishers of men. This -does not prove that all
men must leave their temporal calling 10 be his disci-
ples. Some may have to, and some may not.” Pauldid
hot leavé his tent-making, mapy ministers now work at
trades and all kinds'of lawful business.

Again, the Scriptures teach, that whatever ‘worldly
occupation we are in, we are to abide in that ‘calling;
1 Cor..7: 20-24, Col. 8: 17-25- ~and maltitudes of
rulers and soldiers were converted, and there 1s not 4
word said about their leaving such occupation, as there
would be 1f it was wrong.

The soldiers.on one accasion asked what they should
do. And they were answered: Do violence to-no
man, apd’'be contentrwith.your wages.”

This would be a cortradiction 1f it meant that they
were to use na carnal Weapon to-punish, or enforce jus-
tice. “Be content with your wages” is an indorsement
of their business which could not be said of any un-
righteous employment. g
. “While God cominanded : “ Thou shalt not kill,” yet

Lirpatal{idolagers
justice 1t 1s not dg-
If'it was, Modes

ing violencé or wrong to Kill men.
was a fearful wrong doer.
* EXAMPLES UNDER THR.GOSPEL.

Nicodemus was a ruler ofthe Jews, Zaclieas was a
tax-gatherér, an officer of government, He rectified all
wrongs, but said nothing of quitting his business. '

A centirion, captain of soldiers, was commended for
haying more faith than any in Israel. !

Another Centurion, Jairys, had faith to have his
daughter hdaled, and'was accepted. Cornelius, another
centurion,captain of soldiers, had lofig Peen owned of
God, and when Peter presched to him and all his
household, they all received the Holy Ghost baptism.

The Eunuch, an officer of government, in his chhriot
of state, had Phulip ride with him, and believed his
preaching, was baptized with water and the Holy
Spirit, and weut on his way an officer still, rejoicing in
Christ.

“The jailér at Philippi an officer of government be-
lieved, was baptized and rejoiced in the great salvation,
an officer still.

him from the taith, Publius was a governor of Malta,
and-sqme of Ceaser’s household were believers, and’
multitudes of soldiers and men in every government
station were numbered among the primitive followers
of Jesus. Yet there is not a word of condemnation or
abandonment of such business. Of ‘course many did
leave every calling in which they found hindrances to

+
THE USE OF THE SWORD OR B§UTE ¥ORCE.
4

T come now to the most vital p¥fs of this subject.
There is more involved in it than x‘s“{)gny suppose., . The
whole argument of infidelity hinges,iton the wickedness
of Moses, Elijah, and others who. }hed the ‘blood of

idolaters at God’s command.

Tt is agsumed that the taking of human life by gov-
ernment in punishment for crime, s essentially un-
christian and wicked. It is said holylove is contrary
to the, infliction of any suffering. 3311 this is founded
the whole argument of Bﬁamygrsal‘}* ! infidelity, and
atheism. * If this agsumption is tral; then there is no
answering Universalism and infidelty. This subject
involves vastly mere than the insjgnificant question
about earthly governments. . .

%o%oert Inge?sol can easily run away with all who ad-
mit that the shedding of biood by just government is
wrong. It makes the Holy Elijah a monster for cutging
off the heads of the false prophets, Moses for slaugiier-
ine the idolaters, and Samuel for hewing Agagin

pigces, and God the greatest monster of all for approv-

ine such work. ) .
A1l talk ahout ehauge of dispensations makes no difference
with moral wrong. it {s po more wrong to kill or steal to-
day, than when Cain killed Abel, Mosey law never made an
difference about any act of righteousness. Types and shad-
ows are done away, but there is no change of the law against
murder. Moral principes never chinge. The Mosa;g law had
nothine in it that was siot just as opiigatory before ij existed,

Sergius Paulus, governor of Crete, was|
a believer, Elymas the Sorcerar tried in vain to turn

)
3

and ig just as obHgatory,since it was done ‘aivay, except only

rites find ceremonies and outward obscrvances, types apd
shadoas. 'Phe great error of Advents and all Judaizers is in
the idea that ‘the abolishing of the whole law by Moscs abol-
ishies righteousness; this is 4 fatal mistake. The law given on
Sinai mude no difference” with righteousness, except only to
the Jew. The sin of murder; vivlence, shedding of blood,
Just, theft and all Jther sin was never changeds Whatis
wicked now-was always essentinlly wicked. Although God
did suffer and bear with times of ignorance, yut he never ap-
proved nor comymanded murder, polygamy, shattel slavery nor
-any other moral wrong. Guod’s law: ¢ "l‘hou shalg n‘ot.mll »
existed just the same before Moses, as siuce. The¢ killing of
Axgel by Cain was condemned as murder just the same as any
murder after the law was given‘on Sinal. Mun never had the
right to shed the bleod of his fellow man, any more atore
time than another.

But when we come to God’s right to take hnman life or fo
punish men eternally for sin that is another thing. “1 kill
afdr I make alive” is only God’s prerogative, and Dg does ik
justly. for all men descrve it at his hands. = He hasa right to
send tornadoges and;flpods, And God who lhas the right can
authorize man to be his ageut. It is not murder when God
commands 1t, beeduse it is not murder for God to take humair
lifc as he justly does in consequence of sin. But God. never
did require a human sacrifice, except to try Abpraham’s faith
to see whether he would rcognize God’s right to his son, and
prevented the sagrifice in that only instance. .

However in the punishmens of erime and gross wickedness
God has always authorized earthly governments to take hus
man life. Moses and Joshua yhere commanded to, ghunnish
guilty nations. Elijah executéd the law against idolatry.
"And Gods 1aw for ecarthly rulers «Whoésp sheddeth wmaw’s
blood, by fian shall his blood be shfed,” has never been
changed. That Was not a Mosaie luw bt $vas from the begin-
ning. Itisnot a violation of the law: Thou shalt not kill, bey
canse God commands it, and criminals deserve it, and\Juspce
requires it. . . o -

“All proof thut it is wicked for rulers to take hfe is only
just so much proof against Moses and the Old Testament,
Seriptures. To say dispensations haverchanged won’t satisty
thinking men. W-hatis wicked now was wicked thev. Infi
dels know thig, and they have the advanptage of all argument
against the right to tak6 human life in the administration of
righteous law, for on this grovna we are compelled to throw
away the Old Testament'and itg God, & d'hence the New ‘Tes-
tamont too for its indorsement’of the oid. Gospel principles
now are only witat righteous law always required. Tolave
our enemies,to return,good for evil, is np more a c}ut'y of
saints now than it alyays was. wThe Tlaw g ds true réquired
literal justice, an cye’for an cye and 4 tooth for a vooth, but
gnints have always loved their personal enemies, as:David
lovedl and spared Saul who as seeking- higlife., -Bo Jesus
taught his disciples notto resist personal wrongs. . Besides,
Christ’s kingdom is not earthly, and canuot be defended by
the sword. But the world is nas under Christ’s kingdoni and
cannot be goverued by moral supsion. "So long as the world is
without God and righteousness, it can be governed by 1o
other motive but fearrof-the sword. And thelaw is .for the
lawless world and not for saints. | Thé idea that the
wieked world are o be governed py the same spiritual law
that rules Christ’s followers, igthe wildest fahdticism. Nothe
in but brute force can goveri those who know mo higher law.
Mo oppdse the-use ‘of force is to oppose God’s ordet, it is pnly

col’potjalypunishm‘gut.;‘.or erime Ly the powers ’th be. Ifis
a false love, it is libertinism; it is enmity-to all vighteous law,
gud the very hot-bed dnd nursery of all infidelity, crime and
treason, . : .

It opposes capital pumshme_utr y the state, and @he nse of
the rod by .parentss and the frult of this false love is spoiled
beitizeatsa i spoiledchildreny sahethe
every sogial disorder. This apgel.of light sucrifices purity for
friendship and peace, compromi: es virtue to save trox}ble,. a
love which selfishly devours it opject, instead, of seeking its
good.s 1t ig very agreeable to rebels to oppose the use of ‘the
Tod and tho sword. , They can be more casily wou by stich
teaching, but they never can bewaved by it.

weapons; but the carthly governments God ordains do depeud
on earthly means which are of like nature. ' ,
Some téach that God can use noue lzut;;wcked meh in earth-
ly governments. But this is against the charuéter‘ of God to
say that he ordaing any business which none but! wicked mei
¢an perform.  God don’t ordain &in. It is.true he uses wicked
men in government and all carthly business, but he ordains
no such business as sgints cannot-perforia. Does od ordain
th‘eatre,s,,gambling dens or any other work that

rum,shops, 1 s ¥ ’ :
i vooti}mcn cannot engage in? ~Itisa blasphemous impufation.
= P

anfl he uses bad men

What God ordains is alivays righteous, al
and makes the wrath of man to praise him for the yant of
instrumentality. ,
Ot‘SlgrhlE uses jnﬁdels}to rebuke the i‘ni_quity of his church; but
this is infinitely different from ordaining a business or istitu-
tion that is so-wicked that in it good men cannot he employed:
0. what twisting of truth false positions require for theiy
defence. Jesus did not abolish earthly governments for thig
world as we sce from all New Testament teaching, nor dlq he
take hig disciples out of them, nor out of the famlly.h
Distinction of sex does not belong to Christ’s church or
kiglgoﬁf‘any more than the rod or the ‘sivord. Gal. 3528,
But it would make serious confusion for Christians: to say
they have got-beyond this earthly distinction while, they are

in the resurrection state when there is no gther ki“g(?oin;p“t
1(I‘/lhrist"ls, that the rod and the gword of ‘civil power will'cease

It is ouly fanaticism that says the resurrection is past', and .all

earthly relatiops are literally ended. '

Again, J esus says: I my kingdom werg of thlS‘VVOI‘ld then
wbuﬁ’d my servauts fight that I should not be delivered unto.
the Jews.” So then, if Jesus was an parthly.s ruler his ser-
vants would use the gword in “its defence. So Jesussays.
We cannot dispute his words. It would therefore be right if

his kingdom was carthly to use the sword in its defence, for

he says it. a 4 ovlalo excthly

Therefore, since he does approve ant, ordain earthly gov-
erf}rtxll(énets, hé does"approve apd ‘dain the f011'o’e necessary to
defend them. We cannot evade these worcs of Christ. His
Kingdom being spiritual cannot be defended with the sword,
bu'ﬁif it was earthly his servz}nts. woul'd fight in its defence.
So all earthly, kingdoms are justified in so doing, by the very
suthority that justifies thedr, existence.

‘Phere is a holy horror at the shedding of hugn'an blood as
at any other sin. But when it igin God’s order in the execu-
tion of righteous law, if is as holy as cutting Whea’?. st

311 those who sympathize with crime against justice
un%gl"v(}vgd’s authority fgel, to sit down with the holy Elijah
in the kingdom of heaven, and hear him tell about cutting off
the heads of four hundred and f#ty nice .repl}table mlms'ters;

or Samuel hewing the unfprtunate Agag in pieces; or ;_’hlneas
“who stabbed Zimri and Cozbi for adultery: and-Moses; Joshua
and David who slaughtered their thousands of idolaterg at
God’s command ? They would want to get out of heaven by
the shortest way possible, and get down to hell where all their
kindred sympathizers with crime and rebellion are found.

+ o s 1w %
will those who think it wicked for just agythority to
inﬁHigzv pain for sin, and have such ideas ‘of love ' that they

: od will punnish it with eternal
camnot  beljets (i}n a holy? héaven and see ‘the

feel . L
E?iréﬁggtéfar off in the flames of hell? Heaven will be-no

them. They would if possible gnash on the J udge
1::: sé‘;gnﬂf)%ge ‘who crucified him of old, they will writhe and

grap like hissing gernents as they are cr1\§hed beneath his feet

inticlel principtes under the garb of purity which condgmns.

he p;;g\;alg};gg,oﬁqu“gg&n. ad |

@
Tn Christs spirithal kingdom there is no' use for carnal,

inthe flesh, Not will it be Dbefore sin is banished from earth |

0 be a necessity of our tamily and earthly kingdom relations!;

in that day when he laughs at their ealamity and mocks at )
their fears. o

Sueh is the law of infinite purity against all crime and trea~"
son.

While Jesus sits in mercy now to forgive and receive a rebel
world, reanember there is justice And law back of mercy min-
lstqrgd now byearthly courts in corporeal punishment, bu}
waiting for mercy to cease its mission before its final spiritua
and eternal vengeance.

demn what God approves in his word. We may not be called
to government positions, and if so, it would not beright or
safe for us to occupy them. But among our readers are many
c}erks, post masters, lawyers, jailers, sherifls, constables, jx1§—
tices, supervisqrs, path-masters, mail-carriers, legislators and
men in almost every position connected with earthly govern-
ments. What shall T do? Shall T tell them to abandon their
business? Wheré is the seripturé for.it? God expressly ap-
proves of governiments and rulers and tells™ me * to pray for
them, and tells goldiers to be content with their wages. Shall
1 tell them to quit their business? There isno Bible author-
ity for if.

I can do only what Paul did to Felix the governor ‘‘reason
of temperance, réghteouancs‘s and 3 Judgment tq.come.”

T can preach righteousness to rulers and subjects, masters
and servants,. parents and children, but I'cannot tell them to
abandon any earthly relation God ordains, except: only that
which necessarily involves sin, or disobedience to Christ.’

I can with Paul honor rulers and governments and seek to
male them saints in their places of “regponsibility. He never
condemned thelr authority,bhug forbid to speak evil of them, nor
would he refuse to dic at their hands if< guilty of the crimes
they alleged against him, Te justitied sach pumishment.

Iie ‘exercised his rights of a Roman citizen and appealed to

‘easer from Festus the governor. Ile sent his sister’s son to
the captaig Lysias to enlist his protection of arms, and ae-
cepted a large body guard of spldiers with swords and, spears
:fTor'his defense in his ,escapé from the riotous conspiracy of

ews. .

I thank God for as good a government as_we have, with all
its fearfil corruptions. It is far purer than any sectarian
church government. I would sooner trust my life in the
hands of our country’s rulers and civil courts than of any de-
nominational church tribunal, unless I had plenty of money.
With money I coulddoubtless do better.in church courts than
any cireuit court where there is'some pride of justice left.

But with all that we have seen in relation to earthly govern-
ments we cannot loose sight of the fact that there is gieater
peril to-the soul in this than any other earthly business ex-
cept merchandizing ox“the use of riches. Not many great or
noble or mighty of this world are ever found among Christ's
followers. ne .

1t is'Just as Jesus said of riches: “ How hardly shall they
that have riches enter the kipgdom of God.” Rich meun and
rulers alike tind it hard t6 conseerate ail to God in any gos-
pel sense. The peril of earth]y power and riches canno‘g be
over estimated and yet these are sometimes the talent God
trusts men with. They cannot bury them or throw them
away but they have got to meet their 1esponsibility for the
' use of the last dollar, and the last det of judicial authority, re-

“ v o h o ny b o 7 3
glee;%gég_ that t}‘xejxg Is 8, «gT %L}ae befgre whom all judges must

To seek political power precisely the sime as to seek riches
is ruinous to the soul-and cannot be done. X

Yet if in the order of Providence we are called to any such
place of responsibility, and it is not a choice of selfish ambi-
tion,-butt clearly the will of God, his grace will be sufficient

forus. This hoyeveris.a questioh every individyal must de-
| cideifoshimseclfhefore Hod, s i‘hore;jxﬁzri),{«iﬁ'ea

calling. I would sooner starve than be a farnrer Wiere, as in
some localities, no other crop can be raised for money bug
tobaecco, or corn for whisky.

So ’e;very calling has its peril. A saint of God cannot be a
milingr,, nor dress maker, nor merchant, nor tailor, nor paint-
er, nor thresher, nor cooper when any of these callings neces-
sarily;inyolve sin.

I dgould not make beer kegs for a brewery, nor barrels for a
distillery, nor peddle milk on the Sabbath, nor paint idola-
trous pictures, nor cut dresses for un godly pride and fashion.

No saint could oecupy any position where he could not
keep his own conscience clear hefore God. All sin depends
nof upon outward guestions, but upon our going against the
light of G.d in our own individnal conscience.

CONSISTENCY.'

While T vegpect the cqnsciencerof gyery ong whe, regards it
as sin to be in government positions, yet there is an inconsis-
tency in using the mails, postage ‘stamps on which are pic-
tures of presidents, and having deeds made out by lawyers
and recorded in earthly courts, or holding any- property by a
title which is the price of blood, and paying taxes to support
what we believe to be sin. We ought to refuse *to pay, go to
jail and suffer all loss rather than to support iniquity; more
than this, we ought not to enjoy the protection of govern-
ment, but move among canibals-and outlaws where there is no
gpverpme’nt_, and try our moral suasixon ideas there.

‘.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS.

We invite a general assembly of the chureh of Jesus Christ
in the region of Ohio and Michigan and everywhere to be held
at’our place of residence and in Toledo, Commencing Friday
evening, May 2, and holding over Sabbath. AM saints of God
whatever their light or convictions are invited to equal liberty
in this meeting who holdin all the essentials: the faith we
publish, the one essential being the law ‘of brotherly love,
which rejects no brotherfor any outward things, while if
holds to the only vital doctrinerof reventance for all sin and
salvation by faith in the Jesus now hated as ever by the car-
nal mind. ,

We have already heard from several saints in different
states, some preachers and others who expect to‘be here at
this meeting. .

There will be preaching by one or more as the Lord shall
lead, and testimonies and prayer at each meeting, every even-
iug, Saturday aud %’ob}ath moriing at 104 o’cloek. Afternoon
at_ two and again at night.

The only object of each neefing will be the vital issues of
the gospel of salvation from sin, and not questions of waords,
or forms, or creeds. \le sufficieney of Jesus as Savior will be
£r6 central truth of thi¢ meeting, and liberty for all to work
for salvation frofn sin. The meetings will be continued untii
the Lord indicates when to close.

That we may be prepared to entertain brethren we ask that
all who come send swvord as long as- possible before hand.
T.et all come who can.” We will meet at depot all who send
Wword what train and what road.

Find directions to our place in heading, of this paper:

> r
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Camp and Tent Meetings';w{

One at Gaines station, Genesee Co. Mich., Tuesday June 3d; at
Roxand Eaton Co., Tuesday June 10; ond-at Clarendon Calhoun
Co., Tuesday June 17; the last to holdone week or more, and then
June 26 or July 1 at Charlesworth, Eaton Co. and July 10 at Te-

ledo.
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Tietters crowded out'will appeadin eur next.

It matters not what may be our feelings, we are not to con- *
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